
Reducing Impaired  Driving Deaths in Hawaii County – A Call to Action
Sharon H. Vitousek, M.D.

1
Mayor’s Press Conference 11.24.10
North Hawaii Outcomes Project- www.nhop.org

The Problem
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Chart:  North Hawaii Outcomes Project - April 2010
Traffic fatalities include; motor vehicle occupants, pedestrians, motorcyclists, moped operators, 
ATV operators, and bicyclists. 

Source:  Numerator from Department of Transportation
Denominator-Table 1: Annual Estimates of the Population for Counties of Hawaii: 

April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009(CO-EST2009-01-15)
Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau

Release Date: March 20, 2010 
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Chart: North Hawaii Outcomes Project - January 2010
Traffic fatalities include; motor vehicle occupants, pedestrians, motorcyclists, 
moped operators, ATV operators, and bicyclists.

Source:  Department of Transportation

Hawaii County

A death every 8 days

A hospitalization every 2 days

4 major traffic crashes per day 
everyday

175 

Deaths

961 
People with non-fatal 

injuries requiring 
hospitalization

5,393

Major traffic crashes

Deaths and Injuries in Hawaii County (2006-2009)

5 people hospitalized each day 
for non-fatal injuries

6 people visiting ER 
for injuries each day

6,759

Number of days in hospital from non-
fatal injuries

8,104

Number of people with injuries requiring 
treatment in Emergency Department

???

People with injuries not reported and/or vehicle damage

Source: Dan Galanis, Ph.D., Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Control Program 

Too many innocent victims …

ALIYAH BRADEN

2007 –2009

Too many innocent victims…

GARY “BABA” GONSALVES

1992 –2010

Too many innocent victims… 
…

ANGELA APOSTADIRO

1992 –2010
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The Problem Drunk Driving

Drunk driving is responsible for more 
than half of the traffic deaths in Hawaii 
County.

Drunk driving deaths and injuries are g j
100% preventable.
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Shared Responsibility:
Enforcement - Police
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Chart:  North Hawaii Outcomes Project - November 2010

Source:  Hawaii County Police 
Department

*As of 11.14.10

Shared Responsibility:

Enforcement
EMS
Engineering
Everyone else:

 Employers Employers
 Restaurants, Bars, Stores Selling Alcohol
 Media
 Schools, Coaches ,Parent Teacher Associations, 

and Drivers Education
 Parents  
 Families and Friends

The Personal Call to Action: 

Safe Roads Start with You and Me

We are asking you to commit to:

• Drive sober or get a ride.
Help your family and friends to drive sober or get a• Help your family and friends to drive sober or get a 
ride.

• Encourage your family and friends, who might be at 
risk for driving after drinking to find out “How 
much is too much?”   
See www.www.alcoholscreening.org.
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Shared Responsibility

A Call to Action:
Learn More and Join Others

Safe Rides
Dieter Blattler, Hawaii County Police Department

(808) 961-2226

North Hawaii Outcomes Project (NHOP)North Hawaii Outcomes Project (NHOP)
Sharon Vitousek, M.D., Director

(808) 887-2425
www.nhop.org

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)
Jennifer Dotson, (808) 934-0300

www.maddhawaii.com


